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Type of event 6th theme-based training of teaching staff for acquiring new practical skills 

Venue BOKU University, Vienna Austria 

Date  3rd to 5th April 2024 

Organizer BOKU University 

Reporting date 10th April 2024 

Report author(s) Christiane Brandenburg, Julian Binder, Beatrix Schiesser, Michael Tritthart 

 

Event description  

with special reference to goals and outcomes 
 

Number of participants at the event 18 

Number of institutions 8 

Description:  

The 6th theme-based training of teaching staff for acquiring new practical skills was held from 3rd to 5th 

of April 2024 at BOKU University in Vienna, Austria. The training was a face-to-face event with 18 

participants from 8 different institutions. A registration list of the participants as well as the attendance 

lists for each of the 3 days are in the attachment of this report. From the 18 participants, 8 were from 

Albania, 8 from Bosnia and Herzegovina and the remaining 2 came from Montenegro. 6 persons of the 

18 (= 1/3) participants were female and 2/3 were male. 

The training was organized by several employees of BOKU University. The chairperson was Christiane 

Brandenburg from the Institute of Landscape Development, Recreation and Conservation Planning. 

The objectives of the training were: 

• Presentation of innovative teaching methods and tools including interactive groupwork 

exercises. 

• Presentation and hands-on testing of the LandscapeLab 

• Presentation of current research projects at BOKU University focusing on climate-adapted 

planning, urban heat islands, recreation planning and management, urban green infrastructure 

and participation in landscape planning. 

• A guided tour through the new hydraulic laboratory of BOKU University. 

• A guided tour through the recreational area ‘Wienerberg’. 

• A guided tour through the climate-smart urban neighbourhood ‘Biotope City’. 

In this report, each activity of the training in chronological order is captured on photographs including a 

brief description of the activity. 

The agenda with the overall programme of the training as well as the presentation files are in the 

attachment of this report. 

 



Event Report 

 

 2 

Date 3rd April 2024 

Activity Welcoming the participants 

Responsible person(s) Christiane Brandenburg (BOKU University) 

Location 
BOKU University – Institute of Landscape Development, 
Recreation and Conservation Planning  

Photographs and captions:  

 

Chairwoman Christiane Brandenburg is welcoming the participants by presenting the agenda of the 

training and giving useful tips for the stay in Vienna. 
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Date 3rd April 2024 

Activity LandscapeLab 

Responsible person(s) Thomas Schauppenlehner (BOKU University) 

Location 
BOKU University – Institute of Landscape Development, 
Recreation and Conservation Planning  

Photographs and captions:  

  

 
 

Thomas Schauppenlehner gave a practical introduction to the ‘LandscapeLab’, an innovative landscape 

visualization tool, which could be particularly useful for participatory processes. Several practical 

examples of different application areas of this powerful tool were presented and many questions of the 

participants were answered. 
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Date 3rd April 2024 

Activity Current research projects at BOKU University 

Responsible person(s) 

Michael Tritthart (BOKU University), 

Christiane Brandenburg (BOKU University), 

Arne Arnberger (BOKU University), 

Beatrix Schiesser (BOKU University) 

Location 
BOKU University – Institute of Hydraulic Engineering and 
River Research – Hydraulic Laboratory 

Photographs and captions:  

 
Michael Tritthart from the Institute of Hydraulic 

Engineering and River Research at BOKU University 

explained the historical context and the specific 

hydraulic conditions at the site of the hydraulic 

laboratory. 

 
Chairwoman Christiane Brandenburg from the 

Institute of Landscape Development, Recreation 

and Conservation Planning at BOKU University 

presented her research project ‘Adaptation 

Measures to Urban Heat Island Effects’. 

 

Arne Arnberger from the Institute of Landscape 

Development, Recreation and Conservation 

Planning at BOKU University presented his 

research project ‘Elderly’s preferences for urban 

green spaces during heat periods’. 

 
Beatrix Schiesser from the Institute of Landscape 

Development, Recreation and Conservation 

Planning at BOKU University presented her 

research project ‘Recreation areas: a central part 

of smart cities’. 
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Michael Tritthart, from the Institute of Hydraulic 

Engineering and River Research at BOKU University 

presented important background information on 

the hydraulic laboratory. 

 

During the interesting presentations, there was 

time to pose for a quick photograph. 
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Date 3rd April 2024 

Activity Guided tour through the hydraulic laboratory 

Responsible person(s) 
Michael Tritthart (BOKU University) 

Julian Binder (BOKU University) 

Location 
BOKU University – Institute of Hydraulic Engineering and 
River Research – Hydraulic Laboratory 

Photographs and captions:  

 

View from the visitor’s balcony into the ‘main 

channel’, which is used for hydraulic experiments 

up to 10,000 L/s. No pumps are needed due to the 

water level difference of 3 m between inlet and 

outlet of the hydraulic laboratory. 

 

Inspecting the ‘main channel’ on the spot. Three 

consecutive control gates upstream and strict 

safety regulations prevent dangerous situations. It 

would not be possible to enter the main channel 

while water is flowing inside. 

 

Michael Tritthart explained what hydraulic 

experiments are carried out and why they are 

necessary. 

 

View into the ‘River Lab’ – the name of the upper 

hall, where smaller experiments are realized 

(pumps are necessary here). 
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Date 4th April 2024 

Activity Guided tour through the recreational area ‘Wienerberg’ 

Responsible person(s) 
Uwe Skacel (City of Vienna – Climate, Forestry and 
Agriculture Department) 

Location Recreational area ‘Wienerberg’, 10th district of Vienna 

Photographs and captions:  

 

Uwe Skacel from the City of Vienna is responsible 

for the maintenance of the ‘Wienerberg’ 

recreational area. He explained the historical 

development of the area and the challenges and 

accomplishments they have faced in this fast-

growing part of the City. 

 

The participants studied the information boards 

about the ‘Wienerberg’ and its surroundings and 

enjoyed the view of the area. 
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Date 4th April 2024 

Activity 
Guided tour through the housing project ‘Biotope City 
Wienerberg’ 

Responsible person(s) Florian Reinwald (BOKU University) 

Location 
Next to recreational area ‘Wienerberg’, 10th district of 
Vienna 

Photographs and captions:  

 

Florian Reinwald presented facts and figures about 

the impressive climate-smart urban 

neighbourhood ‘Biotope City’ as well as the 

challenges faced during the planning and 

realization process 

 

During a guided tour, the participants discovered 

many of the neighbourhood’s climate-smart 

features and facilities. 

 

Group picture at the rooftop of a residential building. 
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Date 5th April 2024 

Activity Training in Didactics 

Responsible person(s) 

Alexandra Strauss-Sieberth (BOKU University) 

Andreas Zitek (BOKU University) 

Verena Vlajo (BOKU University) 

Location 
BOKU University – Institute of Landscape Development, 
Recreation and Conservation Planning 

Photographs and captions:  

 

Andreas Zitek from the BOKU service unit ‘E-

Learning and Didactics’ presented current 

research projects with a focus on digitalization for 

life sciences. 

 

Results of the brainstorming on ‘good teaching’ 

after a theoretical introduction on teaching 

methods by Alexandra Strauss-Sieberth and 

Verena Vlajo. 

 

The participants worked in groups to find answers to several questions related to working in groups. 
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Date 5th April 2024 

Activity Group photo in the park 

Location BOKU University – Türkenschanzpark 

Photographs and captions:  

 

Group photo in the nearby park at the end of the educational and insightful training. 
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Attachment 
 

Agenda (pdf) 1x 

Travel Information (pdf) 1x 

Attendance list (pdf) 3x (each day) 

Registration list (pdf) 1x  

Presentations (pdf) 9x 

Other personal remarks 

• The pdf-file 'Travel Information', which was sent out to the participants together with the 

agenda before the training is also included in the attachment. 

• For easier readability, a digitalised registration list with personal information regarding E-

Mail, country and institution of the participants is added as well to the attachment. 

 

Here is a list of all documents included in the attachment: 

1) Agenda.pdf 

2) Travel_Information.pdf 

3) Attendance_Lists_AllDays_signed.pdf 

4) Registration_List.pdf 

5) Presentation_2024-04-03_A_Schauppenlehner_LandscapeLab.pdf 

6) Presentation_2024-04-03_B_Brandenburg_UrbanHeatIslands.pdf 

7) Presentation_2024-04-03_C_Arnberger_RecreationElderlyPeople.pdf 

8) Presentation_2024-04-03_D_Brandenburg_UrbanGreenInfrastructure.pdf 

9) Presentation_2024-04-03_E_Schiesser_RecreationStrategy.pdf 

10) Presentation_2024-04-03_F_Tritthart_HydraulicLab.pdf 

11) Presentation_2024-04-04_A_Reinwald_BiotopeCity.pdf 

12) Presentation_2024-04-05_A_Strauss-Sieberth_Didactics.pdf 

13) Presentation_2024-04-05_B_Zitek_Didactics.pdf 

 

The two presentations 5) and 13) marked in yellow are not included in this current state because the 

authors have not received the files from the presenting persons so far. 
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Problems encountered during the event preparation phase 

In December 2023, there was apparently a misunderstanding about the date of the 6th theme-based 

training in Vienna between BOKU University as the local organising institution and the SmartWB project 

management committee. 

However, after a few days and several emails the issue could be resolved and the date for the training 

was decided to be 3rd to 5th April 2024.  

This date still left enough time for BOKU University as the local organising institution to plan and 

prepare everything for the training. 

 

Apart from that, there were no problems encountered during the event preparation phase. 

 

 

Strengths and limitations of the event (please include comments received) 

Strengths of the event and 
contributions or activities by 
participants 

According to the event evaluation, the training was well organised 

and the communication was precise. 

The provided materials were appreciated by the participants. 

The varied training programme with many interdisciplinary topics 

and interactive group work was described as ‘innovative’, 

‘inclusive’, ‘interesting’ and ‘helpful’. 

Overall, the event was considered successful with ‘good input’ 

given and ‘great exchange’. There were plenty of opportunities 

for socialising, sharing ideas and experiences. 

Suggestions for the 
improvement 

No suggestions of improvement were mentioned by the 

participants. 

Suggestions for improvement by the organizing persons from 

BOKU University are mentioned on page 18 of this report. 

Comments   
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Event details 
 

Until 9th April 2024 at 07:00 PM, 13 of the 18 participants have finished the evaluation of the theme-

based training. The different tasks or aspects of the training had to be assessed on a scale from 1 to 5: 

1. ‘Very poor’ 

2. ‘Poor’ 

3. ‘Average’ 

4. ‘Good’ 

5. ‘Excellent’ 

 

Results of evaluation of the general organization of the event 

Description 

The logistic preparation and organization of the event was mainly seen as 'Excellent' with the 

exception of one person, who gave grade 3 ('Average'). 

The content of the agenda and the arrangements of the event (venue, equipment) both received the 

exact same grade distribution with the majority describing them as 'Excellent' again. 

There is one negative comment ('It could have been better'), which is too unprecise to be useful. All 

other comments are positive (see below). 

Figure 
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Comments regarding the general organization of the event: 

• Everything was great 

• The event was very good organized. 

• Everything was very well organised and inclusive regarding topics.  

• it could have been better 

• no comments since in my opinion the workshop was well-organized and reached by 

expectations 

• Innovative, helpful 
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Results of evaluation of general working communication 

Description 

The communication during the event was mostly rated as 'excellent'. 

Regarding the duration and timetable of the event, there was a more heterogenous distribution of 

grades. One person even gave the grade 2 ('Poor'). It would have been interesting to learn more detail 

about why this grade was given, but overall the comments were positive. 

The quality of the materials was also mostly perceived as 'excellent'. 

Figure 
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Comments regarding the general working communication: 

• The communication during working was very good. 

• Everything was was very well organised. the communication was precise and understandable.  

• good  

• The team of BOKU University was professional and kind at the same time. In my opinion this 

is very important during workshops of this kind. The materails and presentations they 

provided were important and interesting in the same time.  

• Great 

 

  



Event Report 

 

 17 

Results of evaluation of overall success of the event 

Description 

The overall success of the event was rated slightly lower than the general organization and general 

communication categories, with more people choosing grade 4 ('Good'). Nevertheless, the majority 

of the participants still assessed all three aspects (Mode of reaching the decisions at the event; 

Opportunities to express your opinion and influence decisions; Assessing the fulfillment of 

expectations regarding the event) as 'excellent'. 

There was one negative comment again ('I expected more.'), but it is once more too unprecise to use 

it for future improvement. 

Figure 
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Comments regarding the overall success of the event: 

• The event was successful. 

• Was a great pleasure participating to this event. By the end of the event, we left with a very 

good input, and we looking forward to implemented at our universities and finding bridges 

of collaborations.  

• I expected more. 

• I will consider the event successful and I believe that this kind of events improve skills, 

capacities and prepare you to new opportunities, since they are interdisciplinary. 

• Great hospitality, Nice program, Helpful training and great exchange 

 

 

 

Please indicate your suggestions for further event’s improvement: 

On arrival at BOKU for registration, before the first training session began, a casual, café-style 

atmosphere was created and welcome drinks and snacks were provided. The intention was to 

encourage interaction between participants and help them get to know each other. However, for the 

most part, people who already knew each other stayed together. It is therefore suggested for future 

trainings to start the day with an additional formal introduction of all participants and the organizing 

team (e.g. name, country, institution, area of expertise, expectations of the training, etc.). This was done 

later in the training. Overall, there was plenty of space and time for dialogue. 

The organizing team could use the last 10 minutes of the training programme to encourage the 

participants to evaluate the training using their mobile phones. In this case, the response rate would be 

higher and all the answers would be collected immediately. This is how students at BOKU University 

evaluate their courses. 



 

 

 

Agenda 

Theme-based training 

Project title: Curricula innovation in climate-smart urban 
development based on green and energy efficiency 
with the non-academic sector 

Acronym:   SmartWB 

Project No:   101081724 

      

 
 

Dates  
3rd to 5th April 2024   
(Arrival date: 2nd April, Departure date: 6th April 2024) 

City Vienna 

Meeting venue University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences Vienna 
(BOKU University) 
Oskar-Simony-House, Room SIMH-DG/01, SR19/2, Top floor 

Address Peter-Jordan-Straße 65, 1180 Vienna 
 

Work package Title 

3 Capacity building of WB HEIs 

Task No Task name 

T3.3 
Theme-based training of teaching staff for acquiring new 
practical skills 

This project has been funded by the European Union.  
Views and opinions expressed are  however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect 
those of  the European Union or the European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA).     
Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them. 
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Wednesday, 3rd April 2024 

BOKU University; Oskar-Simony-House, Room SIMH-DG/01 (SR19/2), Top floor 
Peter-Jordan-Straße 65, 1180 Vienna 

09:30 - 10:00 SmartWB participants registration + coffee & snacks 

10:00 - 10:15 Welcome speech: Presentation of the 

University of Natural Resources and Life 
Sciences, Vienna 

Doris Damyanovic, BOKU University 
Christiane Brandenburg, BOKU University 

10:15 - 12:30 Presentation of the ‘LandscapeLab’ – an 
innovative landscape visualization tool 
developed at BOKU University 

Thomas Schauppenlehner, BOKU University 
Karl Bittner, BOKU University 

12:30 - 13:30 Lunch Break 

13:30 - 14:00 Public transport to the Hydraulic Laboratory of BOKU University  
(Am Brigittenauer Sporn 3, 1200 Vienna) 

14:00 - 14:20 Background information about the 
historical bridge + weir and lock system 
next to the Hydraulic Laboratory 

Michael Tritthart, BOKU University 

14:20 - 14:45 Coffee Break 

14:45 - 16:30 Presentations of current BOKU University 
research projects incl. discussions 

Arne Arnberger, BOKU University 
Christiane Brandenburg, BOKU University 
Beatrix Schiesser, BOKU University 

16:30 - 17:00 Coffee Break 

17:00 - 18:30 Guided tour through the Hydraulic 
Laboratory 

Michael Tritthart, BOKU University  
Julian Binder, BOKU University 

18:30 - 19:00 Public transport to a traditional Austrian restaurant nearby 

19:00 Social event at the traditional Austrian restaurant 
’Müllers Heuriger & Weingut‘, Cobenzlgasse 38, 1190 Vienna 
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Thursday, 4th April 2024 

Tram station ‘Schottentor’, 
1010 Vienna 

09:30 Meeting point at tram station ‘Schottentor’, 1010 Vienna;  
Bring weather-proof clothes, good shoes and water for the day. Please, also bring your 
own lunch for this day – there is a supermarket, bakery, etc. next to the meeting point. 

09:30 - 10:15 Public transport to recreational area ‘Wienerberg’ 

10:15 - 12:30 Guided tour through the recreational area 
‘Wienerberg’  

Uwe Skacel, City of Vienna – Climate, 
Forestry and Agriculture Department 

12:30 - 13:30 Lunch Break (Bring your own food!) 

13:30 - 17:00 Presentation + guided tour through the housing 
project ‘Biotope City Wienerberg’ 

Florian Reinwald, BOKU University 

17:00 End of day 2 - Participants are guided to the next public transport station 
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Friday, 5th April 2024 

BOKU University; Oskar-Simony-House, Room SIMH-DG/01 (SR19/2), Top floor 
Peter-Jordan-Straße 65, 1180 Vienna 

09:30 - 10:00 Starting the day with coffee & snacks 

10:00 - 12:30 Training in didactics: 

• Applied Teaching and Learning 

• Didactics in practice 

Alexandra Strauss-Sieberth, BOKU University 
Verena Vlajo, BOKU University 
Andreas Zitek, BOKU University 

12:30 - 13:30 Lunch Break 

13:30 - 13:45 Group photo at the park nearby 

13:45 - 15:15 Training in didactics: 

• Applied Teaching and Learning 

• Didactics in practice 

Alexandra Strauss-Sieberth, BOKU University 
Verena Vlajo, BOKU University 
Andreas Zitek, BOKU University 

15:15 - 15:30 Coffee Break 

15:30 - 17:00 Training in didactics: 

• Applied Teaching and Learning 

• Didactics in practice 

Alexandra Strauss-Sieberth, BOKU University 
Verena Vlajo, BOKU University 
Andreas Zitek, BOKU University 

17:00 - 17:15 Summary + conclusion of the training Christiane Brandenburg, BOKU University 

17:15 Closing + farewell with coffee & snacks 



 

 

 

Travel information 

Theme-based training 

Project title: Curricula innovation in climate-smart urban 
development based on green and energy efficiency 
with the non-academic sector 

Acronym:   SmartWB 

Project No:   101081724 

      

 
 

Dates  
3rd to 5th April 2024   
(estimated arrival date: 2nd April, estimated departure date: 6th 
April 2024) 

City Vienna 

Meeting venue University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences Vienna 
(BOKU University) 
Oskar-Simony-House, Room SIMH-DG/01, SR19/2, Top floor 

Address Peter-Jordan-Straße 65, 1180 Vienna 
 

Work package Title 

3 Capacity building of WB HEIs 

Task No Task name 

T3.3 
Theme-based training of teaching staff for acquiring new 
practical skills 

This project has been funded by the European Union.  
Views and opinions expressed are  however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect 
those of  the European Union or the European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA).     
Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them. 









No. Name E-Mail Country Institution

1 Ammar Šarić ammar.saric@hotmail.com Bosnia and Herzegovina UNSA

2 Haris Kalajdžisalihović haris.kalajdzi@gmail.com Bosnia and Herzegovina UNSA

3 Dževad Imamović dzevad4imamovic@gmail.com Bosnia and Herzegovina UNSA

4 Nataša K. Vuković nataly@ucg.ac.me Montenegro UoM

5 Nina Serdar ninas@ucg.ac.me Montenegro UoM

6 Aladin Crnkić aladin.crnkic@unbi.ba Bosnia and Herzegovina UNBI

7 Husein Rošić husein.rosic@unbi.ba Bosnia and Herzegovina UNBI

8 Redžo Hasanagić redzo.hasanagic@unbi.ba Bosnia and Herzegovina UNBI

9 Arli Llabani arli.llabani@fin.edu.al Albania UPT

10 Eduart Blloshmi eduart.blloshmi@fin.edu.al Albania UPT

11 Bledar Sina bledar.sina@fin.edu.al Albania UPT

12 Elvis Ndreka elvis_ndreka@co-plan.org Albania Co-PLAN

13 Djani Rahimić djani.rahimic@unmo.ba Bosnia and Herzegovina UNMO

14 Merima Ćupina merima.cupina@unmo.ba Bosnia and Herzegovina UNMO

15 Sadmira Malaj sadmira_malaj@universitetipolis.edu.al Albania POLIS

16 Emi Hoxholli emi_hoxholli@universitetipolis.edu.al Albania POLIS

17 Silvana Sukaj silvana.sukaj@uet.edu.al Albania UET

18 Hasimin Keçi hasimin.keci@uet.edu.al Albania UET

Institution Participants Country Participants

UNSA 3 Albania 8

UoM 2 Bosnia and Herzegovina 8

UNBI 3 Montenegro 2

UPT 3 checksum 18

Co-PLAN 1

UNMO 2

POLIS 2

UET 2

checksum 18

Registration list for the participants of the 6th theme-based training in Vienna


